
2012 MPMA Poster Session
What is a Poster Session/Poster Presentation?

A Poster Session is an exhibit of several Poster Presentations with an academic or professional focus 
usually given at a conference.  The session involves a number of presenters and a chair or host.  It 
allows for 90 minutes of informal interaction with a large number of conference attendees free to 
move from one poster to another.  Each poster exhibit is delivered primarily through the use of visual 
display and handout materials.  The poster’s presenter should expect to make brief remarks, share 
information, and answer questions about the presentation topic.  A Poster Presentation is a good 
introduction for people who have limited experience presenting at a conference or who are not ready 
yet to organize a session.  A Poster Session opens up participation at a conference for a greater 
number of people and enhances the participation experience.

A Poster Presentation is a visual display of an informative topic using images (photos, charts, graphs, 
tables) along with text that is designed to promote and explain new findings, programs, methods, 
techniques, or research.  It is composed of a short title, an introduction, an overview of methodology 
or development, the results, and a key conclusion.  Shown during the MPMA conference, they can be 
a good introduction to developing professional knowledge or new research.

Intent

The intent of the Poster Session is seen as an opportunity for the presenter to display specific 
information in a condensed and concise manner.  This format allows viewers to study the information 
and discuss it with the presenter one on one.  A well thought-out poster should convey its message to 
the viewer in 5 to 10 minutes.

Topic/Theme

The broad categories for the 2012 poster sessions are Education Collections/Collections 
Management, and Exhibits. Within one of these broad categories, the Poster topic should focus on 
one of the following: case study, emerging trends or current issues, new programs, or research. The 
theme is that of the 2012 conference.

Expectations

The presenter is expected to be present physically throughout the course of the session, standing 
alongside the poster, making brief remarks, sharing information, and answering questions from 
conference attendees.  Handouts related to the topic of the poster are optional but highly encouraged.

Guidelines for a Poster Presentation

The overall size of the Poster should be no larger than 36” X 48”.  This size allows an adequate 
amount of space in the layout to organize information and images properly.  A portable wall will be 
provided to affix the poster, but presenters must provide their own poster putty and clamps.



Poster Background

Muted or pastels are suggested colors for an effective background. Black should not be used. Images 
(photos, charts, graphs, tables) along with the poster text should be placed in a manner that the 
reader can follow the flow of text easily.

Fonts

The title should be a minimum of 70pt font; all other text should be in a minimum 18pt font, not to 
exceed a 24pt font for all body text.  It is recommended to use sans serif fonts for large headings and 
the main text of your poster.

Images

Scanned images should be a minimum of 150dpi and a maximum of 300dpi with a caption 
accompanying each image. 

Poster Production

1.  Posters should be created with a software program such as: 

Adobe Illustrator

Adobe InDesign

Adobe Photoshop

PowerPoint (lastest versions work best)

PosterGenius

2.  The poster file should be taken to a professional printing facility such as: 

Kinko’s

A University Printing Press

An Online Printing Service

Copydotcom.com 
Digitalroom.com 
Genigraphics.com 
Advantagegrafix.com 
Makesigns.com 
PhDposters.com 
Pixus 
PosterBurner.com 
Posterpresentations.com 
Postersession.com 
Sciencepresentations.com 
Scifor.com 
Uprinting.com 



Other Resources

The following links are resources and guidelines that will help a presenter throughout the process 
of creating a Poster Presentation.  Additional tips on how to present a Poster also are provided, 
considering that a poster is not like a traditional session in which a presenter has a set audience.  A 
Poster Presentation relies on people to come up to the presenter

http://colinpurrington.com/tips/academic/posterdesign 

http://abacus.bates.edu/~bpfohl/posters/

http://www.ploscompbiol.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pcbi.0030102

http://www2.napier.ac.uk/gus/writing_presenting/academic_posters.html

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/undergraduateresearch/capitol/docs/How_To_Posters_Presentations_and_
Conferences.pdf

Examples of Poster presentations (on following pages)

Barcoding:  Bridging the Gap Between Technology and Performance

Bridging the Gap Between the Field and Museum




