Mountain-Plains Museums Association
Museum Scholarship Program
for the 2012 Conference in Corpus Christi, TX
October 1-5, 2012
Application Deadline:   Deadline:  June 15, 2012
Electronic submissions only

Theme and Location
Located on Texas beautiful coast, Corpus Christi is the perfect setting for the Mountain-Plains Museum Association’s 2012 conference theme, Museums Navigating the Seas of Change: Charting a New Course from the Gulf Coast.   Gathering on the Gulf of Mexico, conference participants will consider the changing landscape of museums as they plan the future of their careers and insitutions.

Background
The Museum Scholarship Program, sponsored by the Mountain-Plains Museums Association (MPMA), provides financial assistance to those studying and/or working in MPMA's 10-state region so that they may attend its annual conference. MPMA seeks scholarship candidates who will benefit from attendance at the MPMA conference but may not have the necessary financial means to attend. 

MPMA's annual conference offers a wide array of sessions that will strengthen participants’ commitment to the museum field. This year's conference will be at the Omni Hotel in Corpus Christi, TX, from October 1-5, 2012. Scholarships for the 2012 year are funded by auction proceeds from the conference held the year before.

Individuals who have received an MPMA scholarship in the past are not eligible to apply. 

Eligibility and Categories
· Emerging Professional:  An individual with less than 3 years in the museum profession.
· Mid-career Professional:  An individual who has worked 3-10 years in the museum profession.
· Student:  A graduate student (or an undergraduate student of exceptional quality and initiative) currently enrolled in Art, Art History, Anthropology, Museum Studies, History, or the equivalent.

Program Requirements
Scholarship Recipients agree to the following:
1. Attend the entire conference, actively attending sessions in the morning and afternoon.
2. Agree to use a social media platform during the conference to share their experience in sessions, networking, events and museum visits in real-time with their peers, friends and followers.  The platform used will be determined by the one most used by scholarship recipients.  If you do not currently use social media, the scholarship chair will assist you in fulfilling this requirement.
3. Seek opportunities to become more involved with MPMA through committee work, conference sessions and advocacy.
4. Be matched with an MPMA member who will act as a mentor during the conference and attend the Scholarship Meeting and the Mentor/Mentoree Gathering on Tuesday, October 2.
5. Attend the General Session, Awards Banquet and Closing Luncheon (the costs of the Awards Banquet and Closing Luncheon are included in the complimentary registration); be recognized as a scholarship recipient at these events.
6. Assist with taking tickets, or in another way, at one of the MPMA events.

Eligible Expenses
MPMA membership and conference registration will be automatically provided for free. Scholarship funds must be applied towards items and events that relate to attending the 2012 MPMA Conference and can include housing, travel, workshops and conference events. 

How to Apply
Applications must be emailed by midnight, June 15, 2012. Mailed, faxed, incomplete or late applications will not be considered. To obtain a scholarship application and view relevant dates, please visit the MPMA website at www.mpma.net or email bwhisenhunt@museumsw.org.
Mountain-Plains Museums Association
Museum Scholarship Application 2012

Please complete all sections. An incomplete application will not be accepted.  This form has check boxes, drop down menus and fillable form.  Once complete, save and send as a PDF titled: Application [your last name, your first name].

[bookmark: Text12][bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: Text13][bookmark: Text14]First Name:       	Last Name:       	Nickname:       
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Applicant
1. Category
Choose an item.

2. Current Position Status
Choose an item.

If you are a student, please provide the following:
[bookmark: Text17]1. School Name/Location:      
[bookmark: Text16]2. Program/Major:      		
[bookmark: Text18]3. Expected Date of Graduation:      



3. Personal Information
[bookmark: Check9]Gender:

☐Male	☐Female

Age Group:
Choose an item.	


4. Have you previously attended an MPMA conference?
☐No	☐Yes	(If yes, where/when? Click here to enter text.)



Employment or Affiliation  
[bookmark: Text1]Current Employer/Organization/Business:	     
[bookmark: Text2]Current Title:	     

Contact Information:   
[bookmark: Text3]Street:	     
[bookmark: Text4][bookmark: Text5][bookmark: Text6]City:	     	State:       	Zip Code:       

[bookmark: Text7][bookmark: Text8][bookmark: Text9]Daytime Telephone:      	Evening Telephone:      	Other Phone:       
[bookmark: Text10]E-Mail Address:       
[bookmark: Text11]Fax:      

I use the following social media (check all that apply):
☐Facebook
☐Twitter
☐A blog
☐Other Click here to enter text.

Fill out the following as attached PDFs, labeled appropriately.
1. Museum Activities: Describe your involvement with museums and list all museum activities. Include both volunteer activities and paid employment.  Alternatively, attach a current version of your résumé.  Send as a PDF titled: Museum Activities [your last name, your first name].
2. Essay: Write a brief (no more than 2-pages) double-spaced essay, using this year’s conference theme, Museums Navigating the Seas of Change: Charting a New Course from the Gulf Coast to describe how attending this year’s MPMA conference will help you as a museum professional now or later or as a volunteer. Send as a PDF titled: Museum Essay [your last name, your first name].
3. References: Have one letter of recommendation emailed to the scholarship chair.  This letter should be in the form of a PDF attachment titled: Recommendation Letter for [your last name, your first name]. This can be from a supervisor, professor or someone already in the museum field. 

NOTE: If your application does not include all of the items above, your                                                                                                                               application will not be reviewed by the Scholarship Committee



Financial Information
Financial assistance will be based upon need and may not cover all expenses. Applicants should seek additional financial assistance from other sources to cover all expenses. All scholarship recipients will receive a one-year MPMA membership (Individual Rate @ $45.00) and registration ($175). Registration is for basic registration only, but includes a ticket to the Awards Banquet and Closing Luncheon. Roommates may be available to share the cost of a hotel room; please contact MPMA to ask for assistance on this.

Payment:  Registration and MPMA membership are free. One-half of the scholarship will be sent in advance of the conference; the remaining half will be delivered during the conference’s Closing Luncheon.

Registration: Scholarship recipients must complete a conference registration form and submit it to MPMA by fax or mail. Upon receipt of the registration form, MPMA will cut the first check and mail it to the recipient. The second check will be handed out at the Scholarship meeting. Recipient MUST be at this meeting to receive the check.

Scholarship Amounts Available:  MPMA will award twelve scholarships in the amount of $400. These funds must be applied towards items that relate to attending the 2012 MPMA Conference and can include housing, travel, workshops and conference events.

How did you hear about the MPMA Museum Scholarship Program?
[bookmark: Check22]
☐MPMA Newsgram  
☐MPMA Website
☐MPMA Facebook Group
☐MPMA MySpace Page
☐MPMA Member
☐Employer
[bookmark: Text19]☐Other:      




By checking the box below as my signature, I signify that I understand the requirements for the Museum Scholarship Program, I have filled out this application completely, and I have included ALL attachments (museum activities/ résumé, essay and letter of recommendation).


Signature________________________________________________________________
Date        Click here to enter a date.

Emailing this form:	☐Checking this box represents my signature and that I agree to all of the above statements.








Email to Scholarship Chair Brian Lee Whisenhunt at bwhisenhunt@museumsw.org
Put in Subject line:  Scholarship Programs




COMPLETE APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED by June 15, 2012. You will receive a confirmation from the chair of the committee.  If you do not, please call 432.683.2882 ext. 307.  For more information, visit MPMA's website at http://www.mpma.net.  Questions: email or call Brian or call MPMA at 303-979-9358.






IMPORTANT DATES
June 15, 2012 Application due date
July 1, 2012 Applicants notified of selection
July 15, 2012 Applicants must submit acceptance notification and registration form

Checklist
A complete application emailed to the scholarship chair will include the following:
 Completed Application.
 Résumé or description of your involvement with museums.
 Two-page essay on why attending the conference is important to you.
 A PDF letter of recommendation.

MPMA Scholarships in Brief
 All recipients will receive $400 towards their conference expenses of airfare, hotel and events.
 All recipients will receive a complimentary registration for the conference which includes tickets  
     for the Awards Banquet and Closing Luncheon.
 All recipients will receive one complimentary year of MPMA membership.
 All recipients must comply with the requirements outlined in the application form.



