Registrar’s Committee – Mountain Plains Museums Association (RC-MPMA) Report

MPMA Mid-Winter Meeting, February 2011, Helena MT
Submitted by Mark Janzen
The RC-MPMA will soon be seeking nominations for Chair and Vice Chair. Mark Janzen has been elected MPMA Secretary and cannot hold both positions. Pat Roath has resigned as RC Vice-chair. Matt Renick, Registrar at the Museum of Texas Tech, has agreed to sit in as Vice Chair until 2012 when and election will occur for that position. This will maintain the separation between the two elected positions. Potential candidates for both positions will be voted on by the membership in the near future.

Heather Thorwald, Registrar at the Denver Museum of Nature and Science, will be taking over (again) as the RC newsletter manager. It has been a while since we had this going out consistently and it will be good to get this back into circulation. The format will change to twice-a-year, so we can focus on a pre-conference issue followed by a post conference planning issue.
The RC-MPMA’s membership is currently at 45 with a historical maximum of about 60. We continue to strategize on how best to increase our membership and to maintain existing members.  At the same time, we continue to seek new and improved methods to continue to provide services, member benefits and a forum for communication and networking for our current membership and for the MPMA region in general. The RC has saved some money by switching to renewing RC memberships entirely online.
The Registrar’s Committee is looking forward to a very active and engaging conference in Helena.  We are hoping there will be plenty of RC-oriented sessions and workshops offered. The RC will be offering multiple scholarships again this year, including a Terry Dowd Fellowship and one RC-sponsored scholarship. The committee is also considering reinstatement of the “Suzanne Cowan and Reba Jones Award for Excellence in Museum Registration and Collections Management”.
Matt Renick, Vice Chair pro-tem of the RC-MPMA and I are working on identifying the location for the RC-MPMA’s 2011 annual Helping Hands event.  The Rapid City event went extremely well with participants working in the Black Hills Mining Museum. 14 volunteers and three staff members participated in the event. The group inventoried and repacked 30 shelves of documents, cleared and reorganized a large space to be used as an office. Everyone had a great time, including a great tour of the museum and a fabulous lunch of salad and traditional pasties. The event in Helena will no doubt be as fun and rewarding.

Mark Janzen will be representing the RC-MPMA at the upcoming national meeting of the Registrar’s Committee – American Association of Museums (RC-AAM) in Houston coming up in May of 2011.  A full report on the activities and any and all decisions arrived at this meeting will be presented to the entire RC-MPMA membership at its upcoming business breakfast at the Helena conference.

Financially the RC is doing well and will be able to offer scholarships and to support conference events again this year.
There are several issues currently under consideration/discussion:

1. Where and how to store the RC archives, as well as how membership might access them is an ongoing issue.

2. Difficulties over the past few years in getting enough applicants for the various fellowships offered by the RC has inspired a discussion about how to improve their structure, the application process, and the selection process. Posting the available fellowships on the MPMA website with the regular scholarships has been helpful.
3. Discussions concerning the makeup of the state RC reps and how they report are also on the table. Thanks to all of them for their service and information gathering efforts.
4. A new discussion about how RC members might pay online for their memberships has developed. It seems a useful and reasonable addition, whether it is purely within the RC, or part of a larger MPMA program.
Discussions and issues will be reported in the next RC-MPMA newsletter along with current information from our member states.

Respectfully submitted

Mark Janzen – Chair RC-MPMA
*(see below for current list of individuals serving on the RC-MPMA Executive Committee along with currently filled state representative positions).

Current RC-MPMA Board List

Executive Board

Mark Janzen, Chair - outgoing
Registrar/Collection Manager

Ulrich Museum of Art

1845 Fairmount

Wichita, KS  67260

(316) 978-5850

mark.janzen@wichita.edu
Sofia, Galarza-Liu

Collection Manager

Spencer Museum of Art

1301 Mississippi St.

Lawrence, KS  66045

(785)864-0146

reina@ku.edu
Pat Roath, Vice Chair - outgoing
Matt Renick – Vice Chair pro-tem & scholarship coordinator
Registrar

Museum of Texas Tech University

3301 4th St.
Lubbock, Texas 79409

Phone:

matt.renick@ttu.edu
Terri Carnes, Secretary 

Collections Manager of Anthropology
Museum of Texas Tech University, MS 3191
Basement, Room J6
Texas Tech University
Lubbock, Texas 79409
Phone: 806-742-2479 or 806-786-0272
terri.l.carnes@ttu.edu
Melissa Debie, Treasurer

Assistant Registrar

Colorado Historical Society

1300 Broadway

Denver, CO 80203

303-866-3250

Melissa.DeBie@chs.state.co.us
Anne Holman, Membership
Registrar/Collections Manager

Fort Caspar Museum

4001 Fort Caspar Road

Casper, WY  82604

307.235.8462

aholman@cityofcasperwy.com
Heather Thorwald – Newsletter
Registrar

Denver Museum of Nature and Science

2001 Colorado Blvd.

Denver, CO  80205-5798

303-370-8377

Heather.Thorwald@dmns.org
State Representatives

Colorado
Cathey Dunn

Curator of Collections

Longmont Museum

400 Quail Rd. 

Longmont, CO  80501

(303) 651-8375

cathey.dunn@ci.longmont.co.us
Kansas
Mark Janzen 
Registrar

Edwin A. Ulrich Museum of Art

1845 Fairmount

Wichita, KS  67260-0046

(316) 978-5850

mark.janzen@wichita.edu
Montana
Jason R. Bain, Curator of Collections

Historical Museum at Fort Missoula

Building 322, Fort Missoula

Missoula, MT  59804

(406)-728-3476, ext. 2

 jrbain@montana.com
Nebraska – vacant

New Mexico Holly Radke

Collections Manager/Registrar

New Mexico Farm & Ranch Heritage Museum

4100 Dripping Springs Road

Las Cruces, NM  88011

(505) 522-4100

holly.radke@state.nm.us
North Dakota – vacant

Representative pro-tem: Mark Ryan – MPMA Board member at large and ex-RCMPMA chair

Oklahoma
Melissa Owens

Registrar

National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum

1700 NE 63rd. St.

Oklahoma City, OK  73111

(405) 478-2250; ext. 220

registrar@nationalcowboymuseum.org
South Dakota
Randi Sue Smith

Curator

DC Booth National Historic Fish Hatchery

423 Hatchery Circle

Spearfish, SD  57783

(605) 642-7730; ext. 215

randi_smith@fws.gov
Texas – vacant

Representative pro-tem: Terri Carnes - Secretary

Wyoming - vacant

Representative pro-tem: Anne Holman – Membership coordinator

Checking Account:

	Date
	Transaction Type
	Description
	Amount
	Total

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9/1/2010
	 
	 
	 
	$452.10

	9/3/2010
	Transfer
	Transfer from Savings
	$900.00
	$1,352.10

	9/3/2010
	Check
	#1038 Terry Dowd Scholarship Recipient
	-$750.00
	$602.10

	9/3/2010
	Check
	#1039 RC-MPMA Scholarship Recipient
	-$300.00
	$302.10

	11/8/2010
	Check
	#1040 MPMA-Helping Hands gas expenses
	-$56.32
	$245.78

	11/8/2010
	Deposit
	RC-AAM Regional Awards for 2010 Helping Hands & 2011 Travel Scholarships
	$500.00
	$745.78

	1/30/2011
	Ending Balance
	$745.78


Savings Account:

	Date
	Transaction Type
	Description
	Amount
	Total

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9/1/2010
	 
	 
	 
	$4,223.71

	9/3/2010
	Transfer
	Transfer to Checking
	-$900.00
	$3,323.71

	9/30/2010
	Dividend Credit
	 
	$1.39
	$3,325.10

	10/30/2010
	Dividend Credit
	 
	$1.13
	$3,326.23

	11/30/2010
	Dividend Credit
	 
	$1.09
	$3,327.32

	12/31/2010
	Dividend Credit
	 
	$1.13
	$3,328.45

	1/30/2011
	Ending Balance
	$3,328.45


RC-MPMA Combined Account Balance:  $4074.23

Submitted by Melissa DeBie, RC-MPMA Treasurer
